
Saturday, December 15 -  Rev. David Rawls 
 
Read:  Hebrews 10:5-10 

  

 
 

HEBREWS 10:5-10 
5Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: "Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body 
you prepared for me; 6with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased. 7Then I said, 'Here I am-
it is written about me in the scroll- I have come to do 
your will, my God.'" 8First he said, "Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin  
offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them"-though they were offered in accordance with 
the law. 9Then he said, "Here I am, I have come to do your will." He sets aside the first to establish the 
second. 10And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all. 
 
This passage is connected to Psalm 40:6-8. Both the Hebrews and the Psalm passage express the role of 
a priest. A role that Jesus fulfills as a bridge between God and all people. In verse 8 Jesus is affirming the 
importance of the first covenant that God made with the Jewish people through Abraham. Simply put, sin 
required a sacrifice, the shedding of blood so that forgiveness could be offered. This was an external 
demonstration of God's forgiveness through the sacrifice of an animal that took my place for the payment of 
my sins. In verse 9 we see the response of Jesus who then says; "Here I am, I have come to do your will." 
This response by Jesus demonstrates his obedience to do God's will, which is a internal response to God. 
Jesus affirms in this passage the very reason that God sent Him into the world, to be obedient, and to do 
the will of His Father in heaven. 
 
I believe the important lesson for each of us in this passage is the difference between an external act of 
faith and an internal act of faith. The external act of faith is an "Action." The internal act of faith is a change 
of "Heart." The very purpose for the birth of Jesus was to come into the world as a human being. The word 
Emmanuel means: "God is with us."   
 
So when Jesus came into the world he affirms the old covenant, but he goes on to say it is more than a 
sacrifice of an animal, it is a change of heart. It is a willingness to be obedient and faithful, and to be willing 
to do as God asks of each of us. An action is just an action if it is not undergirded by a faithful obedience to 
God's will. We are to be the hands and feet of Christ, but our hands and feet must be grounded in God's 
love for Him and for our neighbor. Otherwise; we are just as it says in I Corinthians 13:1 "If I speak in the 
tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal."   
 
So as you consider your own life and faith walk: Are you just a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal, or 
have you allowed Jesus to change you from the inside out? The gift of Jesus for the world  was for him to 
become that final sacrifice for my sins through the spilling of blood, but through that action he offers 
forgiveness and a transformation of my heart. My action and your action then is to accept this gift of grace, 
mercy and forgiveness, and then with that action our heart is made a new from the inside out. Praise God! 
What a gift that God gives us through the birth of Jesus! May we each receive this gift of love this 
Christmas season.  
 



Father, thank you for sending Jesus into my life and into the lives of everyone who is willing to say "Yes," to 
your gift of love. Amen!  
 
May I yield my heart and life to your will this day and every day.  


